
Hope United Methodist Church ǐ January 2012 

Welcome to 2012!  

If you would like to paticipate in this exciting  meet-
ing, mark your calendar now for Saturday, February 
17, 9:00 amñ2:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Lunch 
will be provided.  Please call the church office, 303-
779-1040 to let us know you are coming. 
 

On Sunday, January 15 we will invite persons who 
would like to join Hope United Methodist Church 
to come forward during the last hymn to be  

received into membership.   
 

Following the second service there will be a lunch-
eon served in the Fellowship Hall for all those who 
have joined in November, December and January.   
It will be a time to meet each other, some of the 
church leaders and staff, to learn about opportuni-
ties for growth and service at Hope and to talk 
about membership matters.  If you have questions, 
please contact Rev. Dale Beck dabeck@q.com or  

303-779-1040 extension 26. 

Luncheon for Newest Members 

January 15  

Charge Conference Celebrates The 
Ministries of Hope Church  

All are invited to attend our Annual Charge Confer-
ence on Tuesday, January 17, 2012, 7:00 pm.  All full 
members of the church are eligible to vote at this 
meeting. 
  

Charge Conference is the annual meeting in each 
United Methodist congregation.  Members gather to 
celebrate the ministries of the past year and to adopt 
those necessary actions for conducting the life of the 
church in the next year.   

District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Melanie Rosa will 
conduct our Charge Conference.  At the meeting we 
will report the 2012 budget, elect lay leadership for 
the year, establish pastoral salaries, receive reports 
from the various administrative and program 
groups of the church and from staff and take  

actions, as appropriate,  on membership issues and 
priorities for the year.  
 

This year Rev. Rosa will also be bringing a presenta-
tion on the òVital Congregationsó initiative of the 
conference which will be the subject of our planning 
retreat in February.   All members are invited and 
may vote on all the actions.   

óLiving into Hopeô 
Leadership Planning Retreat   

Saturday, February 11  

Hope United Methodist Church is a congregation on 
the move!  The new year is alive with a number of 
great opportunities for people to strengthen their 
faith, gather for support and encouragement, study 
scripture, worship and serve.   
  

As we move ahead, it is helpful to focus our energy 
and set priorities.  On Saturday, February 11, church 
leaders and other interested members will gather for 
a day of planning and goal -setting.  We want to 
know each other more fully, to have a greater sense 
of the whole work of the church and to focus our 
energies for the sake of Christ and the mission of the 
church.  Plans are for meeting from 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. and the location is still being worked out as this 
goes to print. 
 

The facilitator for the day is Rev. Randy Jessen, pas-
(Continued on page 3) 
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ñThe Work of 

Christmasò 
By Dr. Dale Beck  

Dr. Dale Beck 

As we leave the old year 
behind and move from 
Christmas into the new 
year, I always think of 
these words penned by 
Howard Thurman, spiri-
tual writer and mentor to 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  I 

first encountered the words as a song, but they were 
originally written as a poem:  
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost,  
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations,  
To bring peace among brothers, 
To make music in the heart.  
 

The child in the manger shall be the man on the 
cross whose life affected for the better so many lives 
for so many centuries.  His birth would hardly be 
notable if it were not for his teaching and healing, 
his dying and rising.  I love Christmas, but when the 
tree is put away and the lights have been stowed for 
the season, it is the work of Christmas that re-
mainsñto do as much good as I am able, to seek 
peace in my relationships, to stay in love with life 
and with God ñthat is the work of Christmas.  So I 
hope that the holidays will linger with you and that 
you will keep Christ at the center, not just of the 
holiday, but of your day -to-day.   I believe that the 
year 2012 holds great promise for Hope United 
Methodist Church and that promise will be realized 
in direct proportion to our remembering to keep the 
work of Christmas going.  
 

The work of Christmas: to heal the broken, to re-
build the nations, to bring peace among brothers and 
sisters, to make music in the heart!  If our hopes for 

the new year could be contained in a sen-
tence, in a poem, this would be it.  This does 
not happen by wishing it so, or by laboring 

 

more to make it so.  This work of Christmas begins 
with a new sense of the presence and power of God 
in our midst and a new allegiance to Christ, to seek 
first the kingdom of God and let all other things 
come as they will come.   

The Sermon on the Mount sounds like a safe guide 
for living until you really read it. Jesus draws us out 
of our comfort zones, against the current, to love 
with intensity and live with authenticity.  If these 
three chapters of Matthewõs gospel should seem 
safe, it is because,as Martin Luther said , òthe infer-
nal Satan has not found a single text in scripture 
which he has more shamelessly perverted.ó Luther  
criticized his church for not taking these passages 
seriously enough: òIn their circles they say, 
ôChristian teaching would have much too hard a 
time of it if it were loaded down with things like 
this.õõ 
 

John Ritenbaugh calls the opening verses, òa verbal 
bomb blast that forcefully gathers our attention by 
establishing standards of responsibilities of great 
height and depth . ó  Brian McLaren calls the Sermon 
on the Mount , òThe Jesus Manifesto.ó 
 

In his autobiography Mahatma Gandhi said these 
three chapters in Matthew were the greatest thing 
ever written .ó Reading the Sermon on the Mount, he 
said the words, ôwent straight to my heart.õ  John  
Chrysostom (AD 347-407) described the Beatitudes 
simply , "as a sort of golden chain.ó 
 

January 1, 2012 New Yearõs Day 
10:00 am service only ǐ Rev. Debra Juarez 

 

January 8, 2012  
òAgainst the Current  Blessings ò   
Matthew 5: 3-12 ǐ Rev. Dale Beck 

 

January 15, 2012 
òAgainst the Current Loving ò   

Matthew 5: 21-26 ǐ Rev. Dale Beck  

AGAINST THE CURRENT:  A Worship 
Series on Living the Sermon on the 

Mount:  January 8 ï February 12  



tor at Wilson United Methodist Church in Colorado 
Springs.  He also is on the faculty of Asbury Semi-
nary in Wilmore, Kentucky.  He is particularly inter-
ested in the development of spiritual leadership in 
the church. 
  

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky has called the whole con-
ference to set goals òto grow vital congregations.ó  
We will learn about the particular marks of vital con-
gregations that the Rocky Mountain Conference is 
encouraging for all the churches as the first step in 
our planning.  Bishop Stanovsky urges goal-setting 
to:  
  

ü Give clarity and focus to ministry.  Clarity and 
focus connects disciples to purpose and focuses  
attention toward the purpose of the church.  
ü Move the church forward.  Without goals, congre-
gations can become stuck in a rut, doing the same 
things over and over without making progress.  
ü Create greater accountability.  Goals that are 
prayerfully developed and discerned with God in 
mind keep us accountable to the ministry of Jesus 
Christ.  Holy Spirit inspired goals that are achieved 
make us more like the body of Christ.  
ü Make the congregation better.  There is a saying, 
òyou do not have to be sick to get better.ó  Goals 
make us better.  Not for better sake, but to make us 
better for serving the community.  
 

Please let us know you plan to attend by filling out 
the form below and returning it to the church office 
or call the church office at 303-779-1040.  We look 
forward to a productive and inspirational time  
together. 

Planning Retreat Continued from Page 1  

HOPE LEADERSHIP PLANNING RETREAT  

February 11, 2012  

I (we) will be there #______  
 

Please Print:  
 

Name  _________________________________  
 

Phone _____________  E-Mail ______________  

Our Dreammaker faces a tense, grueling battle each 
December as he searches for the 30+ volunteers for 
this vital Christmas Eve function.   
 

He begins organizing for the big night in early fall, 
calculating how many spots must be filled and who 
might be up to the challenge of taking the lead in 
each of four different services.  After charting and 
organizing the nightõs work, this able volunteer 
must rely on faith that the right people will step for-
ward and answer the call.  His faith never falters 
and the people of Hope church never let him down.  
All honors go to John Tripp, Head Usher Extraordi-
naire! 
 

John has served as Head Usher for at least a decade 
and Christmas Eve is always his finest hour.  He has 
the night down to a science, complete with charts 
and diagrams detailing where each usher will serve.  
Not only do this nightõs ushers hand out bulletins, 
welcome visitors and collect the offerings, they also 
are charged with lighting the candles that make 
Christmas Eve a service of light.  For most of us, the 
moment when all the candles have been lit, the final 

January 22 , 2012 
òAgainst the Current Authenticityó  

Matthew 6: 1-6 ǐ Rev. Dale Beck 
 

January 29, 2012 ð Youth Sunday 
 

February 5, 2012 
òAgainst the Current Relianceó  

Matthew 6: 25-34 ǐ Rev. Dale Beck 
 

February 12, 2012 ð  Confirmation  
 

February 19, 2012  
òAgainst the Current Solidarityó 

 

verse is begun and everyone raises their light high 
brings tears to the eyes and prickles down the spine. 
 

John works hard throughout the year to insure that 
each worship service at Hope is properly staffed 
with ushers .  Thanks for being Hopeõs 
òDreammakeró!  Enjoy your parking spot this 
month.  
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Becky and Rick Barcheski 16233 E. Dorado Pl Centennial, CO  80015 303-693-4958 

Jim, Rhonda, Simon & Seamus Clark 20123 E. Grand Ln 
Aurora, CO  80015 

303-617-0262 

Bill, Ann, Katelyn & Allison Soards 
13949 E. Maplewood Pl 
Centennial, CO  80111 

303-799-9690 

Darin, Jenny, Colin & Mary Drown
 

19585 E. Bates Ave 

Aurora, CO  80013 

303-955-0381 

Greg Gibson 
10273 E. Peakview #204 Englewood, EO  80111 

720-988-6047 

Andrew & MyHye Kwon 

10349 E. Peakview Ave #A 

Englewood, CO  80111 

303-997-5222 

Garland & Petra Watkins 
P.O. Box 4863 

Englewood, CO 80155 
303-997-8983 


